Rebuilding began in 1906; eventually, apart from the two -storeyed building, there were four pavilions, so that 210 patients could be accommodated (Fig 5) . This new unit continued under the care of Dr Hall and the Guardians until 1 October 1913, when it was handed over to the Belfast Corporation. Some years after the Corporation took over Whiteabbey it fell on evil days, and well -founded criticisms of its administration and its standard of patient care were made. The Tuberculosis Committee of the Corporation was replaced by Commissioners. The then Medical Superintendent retired, and Dr Brice Clarke was transferred from the Forster Green Hospital to replace him. Before long, Whiteabbey became a most efficient Unit. Even after the Whiteabbey Sanatorium opened its doors, tuberculous patients were still being treated in the wards of the Belfast Infirmary -unfortunately with not much success. There were two wards on the upper storey, one for male and one for female patients. They were poorly ventilated, having low ceilings and small windows. The patients who were admitted came in very reluctantly, realising they were coming in to await their deaths. The Unit was full of unhappy and hopeless people. The air was heavy with the smell of tuberculosis. There was, however, one dramatic occasion when a young woman was admitted, six months pregnant, whose larnyx was affected by her advanced tuberculosis, so that the airway became obstructed, and it was obvious that she was in extremis. A very able young resident doctor, not normally in charge of the ward, carried out a tracheostomy -the first he had ever done. The patient survived long enough to give birth to a healthy baby.
However, things improved in 1948, when Dr Wilson Wallace, then a junior tuberculosis physician in the Northern Ireland Tuberculosis Authority, was asked to take over the care of the wards. This he did on an entirely voluntary basis and continued to do so until he became a full consultant and had other commitments. During his period in charge of the two tuberculosis wards, he quite transformed the situation. Patients now found that they were receiving efficient modern treatment and tuberculosis sufferers were no longer reluctant to go into the Infirmary. By the time Dr Wallace had to leave, beds were available in the Whiteabbey Sanatorium, the tuberculosis unit in the Infirmary could be closed and no more tuberculosis patients were admitted to the Infirmary. Dr Hall's work was over; he died in 1941. In 1958, since tuberculosis was no longer a problem, it was decided to create a general hospital on the Whiteabbey site to serve Newtownabbey and the surrounding district. A new laboratory was also built, and a geriatric unit of 36 beds. The remaining few tuberculous patients were transferred in August 1968 to the Forster Green Hospital.
